Asian Journal
"STEPPE PANORAMA”™

e

ISSN 271




Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

ISSN 2710-3994 (online)

Kypoviimatiweicol oicone odacnaeepi: Kazakcran PecmyOnukacekl FrutbiM KoHE JKOFapbl Oiim
munuctpiiri Feueim komuteti LI YonuxanoB ateiHgarbl Tapux xoHE ATHOJOTHS WHCTHTYTHI
HDKXK PMK

Foutbeimu  xypHan Kasakcran PecnyOnukacsl WMHBecTHIMsATIap KoHE JaMy MUHHCTPIITIHIH
Baiinaneic, akmapaTTaHIbIpy koHE akmapaT komuterinme 2025 k. 5 coyipae TipkenreH. Tipkey
HeMipi Ne KZ91VPY00116246. XeuibiHa 6 peT xapusiiaHa bl (3IEKTPOH/IbI HYCKAIa).

}KypHaJma TapuX FbUIJILIMBIHBIH Keneci 6azblmmapbl OOMBIHINIA FBLIBIMU JKYMBICTAp KapusalaHaObI:
Tapux, STHOJIOI'UA.

Kapusananvim mindepi: Ka3ak, OpbIC, aFbUIIIBIH.

Peoaxyus men 6acnanviy MeKeH-Hcaiibi:

050010 Kazakcran Pecryonukackl, AnMarsl K., [lleBueHko kerr., 28-yit

KP FXXBEM 'K HI.II. Yonuxanos arbinaarsel Tapux sxoHe aTHOI0rus HHCTUTYTHI IIDKK PMK
Ten.: +7 (727) 261-67-19, +7 (727) 272-47-59

Kypnan caitter: https://ajspiie.com

© II.I1. YonnxaHoB aTbIHIAFbI
Tapux >koHE 3THONOTHSI UHCTUTYTHI 2026
© Asropinap yxbMbL, 2026


https://ajspiie.com/

Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

BAC PEJAKTOP
Kaobliannos 3usibek EpMykanyisl — Tapux FBUIBIMIApPBIHBIH JOKTOpHI, mpodeccop, KP ¥FA akapemuri,
KP £2KBM FKIILII. YonuxanoB aTeiHarel Tapux xKoHE STHOJIOTUS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH O0ac upextopsl. (Kasakcran)

PEJAKIIMSAJIBIK AJTIKA
Aytpam Anan (Outram Alan) — apxeoJyorusi FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JIOKTOPBI, JKCETep YHHBEPCHTETi, TAPUX >KOHE
apxeoJiorus KageIpachiHbH npodeccopsl. (¥IIBIOpUTaHMS)
AIHpPOB AXXaMiKOH A3MM0OaeBHY — TapHUX FHUIBIMIAPBIHBIH IOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop, O36ekctan Pecirydnukacs! Friapmv
aKaJaeMUSCHIHBIH TapuX HHCTATYTHIHBIH JTHOJIOTHS XKSHE aHTPOIIOJIOTHSI OPTAJIBIFBIHBIH MEHrepymici. (©30ekcTaH)
90ia Epkin AMaHKOIYJIbI — TapuX FHUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH JOKTOpHI, podeccop, KP [TapmamenTti MaoxiniciHiH ey TaThI.
(Kasaxcran)
Oaimbaii Hypcan — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHAuAaThl, npogeccop, LI YomuxanoB arteiHgarsl Tapux xoHe
STHOJIOTHSIMHCTUTYTHIHBIH 0ac FRUTBIMU KbI3MeTKepi. (Kazakcran)
Bepuep Kynthua (Werner Cynthia) — Tapux FeUIBIMIapBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, Tpodeccop, Texac yausepcureti. (AKILI).
Jaiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — Tapux FhUIBIMIApBIHBIH IOKTOpHI, mpodeccop. KaHzac yHuMBepcuTeri.
(AKLLI)
Kapken Aiiryg MouKKbI3bI — Tapux FeUIBIMAAPBIHBIH H0KTOpbI, JI.LH. I'ymunes aremparsl Eypasus ¥nTThIK
yHHUBepcUTeTiHIH nmpodeccopsl. (Kazakcran)
Kexebaesa I'yixayhap KakeHKBbI3bI — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEI, Tpodeccop, On-Dapadu ateiHgars Kazak
yrtThIK yHEBepcuTeTi. (Kasakcran)
Kpurep Buxrtop (Kriege Viktor) — Tapux reuisIMIapbsHbH J0KTOpH], HropaOeprreri baBapusuisik HemicTep MoileHH
optainbrsiablH (BKDR) Feuiemvu kei3metkepi. (I'epmanms)
Oaiion U3adens (Ohayon Isabelle) — Tapux reutbIMAapbeiHbH Kanaunatel, npogpeccop, CERCEC mupekTopbIHbBIH
opbiHOacapbl, @paHIMSHEIH YITTHIK FUIBIMU 3epTTey opTanbirbiHbH (CNRS) Kpi3meTkepi. (Ppanius)
CabypoBa TarbsiHa — TapyX FRUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPEL, podeccop, Mummana yausepcureti. (AKI)
Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, Oxchopa yHuBepcutetiHiz npodeccopsl. (¥IIbI0OpuTaHus)
MymunoB Amip6ex KypOanynbl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, Impodeccop, VcmaMm Tapuxbl, eHEp XoHE
MOJIEHUETFBUIBIMU-3ePTTEY OPTANBLIFLIHBIH aFa FhUTbIMU KbisMeTkepi IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma
Merkezi. (Typkus)
Pumanrac Keasuc (Zelvys Rimantas) — Tapux FbUIBIMIAPIHEIH IOKTOPBI, Ipodeccop, BUIIBHIOC IeIaroruKanbik
yHuBepcuTeri. (JIutsa)
CmaryioB Opa3zak CMaFyIyIbl — TAPUX FRUTBIMAAPBIHBIH TOKTOPHEI, podeccop, KP ¥YFA akamemuri, bamoH FeuteiM
aKaleMHsIChIHBIH Kopp.-mymieci, [ILI. YonuxaHOB aThIHIAFb! CHIAIBIKTHIH JaypeaThl, FBUIBIM MEH TEXHHKAaHBIH eHOeK
ciHipren Kaiipatkepi, JI.H. I'ymnies aremaarst Eypasus yntreik yHuBepcuteTisiH nmpogeccopsl. (Kasakcran)

TaiimaramGeToB JKokxen KokaxmeTyabl — Tapux FbUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, npodeccop, KP ¥FA akanemuri,
KP ¥nrreIK My3eiii. (Ka3akcran)
Tomoxuko ¥Ysama — PhD, Xokkaiino ynuBepcuteriHiH CiaBsH >koHe Eypasusuiblk 3epTTeyJsiep OpTalIbIFBIHBIH

npodeccopsl (PKanonwust)
An Y. Kamn6ena (Ian W. Campbell) — PhD, Kamudopaust yansepcuretiniy mpodeccopst (AKIL)

KAYAIITHI PEJAKTOP
Kaunotaea Aiinaryn Toaran0aiKpI3bl — Tapux FBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH KaHAWAATH, KayBIMIACTBIPBUIFAH Ipodeccop,
HIIII. YonuxaHOB aTeIHAAFEI Tapyx >KoHE STHOJIOTHS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH KETEKII FRUIBIMU KpI3MeTkepi. (KaszakcTan)

FBIJIBIMU PEJAKTOPJIAP
KanaeBa AiiskaH TOKaHKBI3BI — TapuX FBUIBIMIAPBIHEIH JOKTOPEL, mpodeccop, LI YonuxaHOB aThHIArsl
Tapux >KoHEITHOJOIWSI MHCTUTYTHIHBIH bac FeutbiMu Kpi3meTkepi. (KazakcTan)
Kyo0eer Pycrem Kaynbioaiiynsr — .11, Yonuxanos aTteiHaarsl Tapux KoHE 3THOJIOTUS MHCTUTYTHIHBIH FHUIBIMU
kb13MeTkepi. (KazakcTan)

TEXHUKAJIBIK XATIIbI
Bypxanos Bbumypan Baaputamnyaer — wMaructp, HIII. YomuxanoB atsiHaarsl Tapux 5>KOHE 3THOJIOTHS
WHCTUTYTHIHBIH FBUIBIMHU KbI3MeTKepi. (Kasakcran)
Koneesa Cannsa Kymaraiikpssl — Maructp, .11, Vomixanos aTeinaarsl Tapux skoHE 3THOJOIUS MHCTUTYTBHIHBIH
kb3MeTkepi. (KazakcTan).



Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

ISSN 2710-3994 (online)
Yupeoumenv u usoamens: PI'Tl na IIXB «MucTUTyT nctopuu u 3THONoruu uM.Y.YU. BannxaHosay
Komurera Hayku MuHHCTEpCTBa HAyKHU M BhICIIero oopa3oanus Pecybnuku Kazaxcran

Hayunsrii xypHan 3apeructpupoBan B Komwutere cBs3u, uHPOpMATH3AMK U HHPOpPMAIUH
MuHuCTepCcTBa 10 WHBECTUIMSAM © pa3BuTHIO Pecrybonuku Kaszaxctan, CBUIETETBCTBO
O pEeTUCTpalyuu:

Ne KZ91VPY00116246 ot 03.04.2025 . [Tybnukyercs 6 pasza B ToJ (B 2JIEKTPOHHOM (hopMare).

B xypHane myOIuKyIOTCs Hay4dHbIE pabOTHI 10 CledyiowumM HAnpagieHuam ACTOPHUECKON HAyKH:
UCTOPHUS, STHOJIOTHSL.

A3viku nyonukayuu: Ka3axcKu, pyCCKUi, aHT THICKHIA.

Aodpec pedakyuu u uzoamenbcmea:

050010 Pecny6mnuka Kazaxcran, r. Anmarsl, yi. [lleBuenko, 1. 28

PI'TI na ITXB UucTUTYyT McTopuu 1 sTHONO0ruM M. Y.Y. Bannxanosa KH MHBO PK
Ten.: +7 (727) 261-67-19, +7 (727) 272-47-59

Caiit xxypHana: https://ajspiie.com

© VHCTUTYT UCTOPHH U STHOJIOTUH
nmenu Y Y. Banuxanosa, 2026
© Kosurextn aBTOpOB, 2026


https://ajspiie.com/

Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

TJIABHBIN PEJIAKTOP
KabyabaunoB 3usibek EpmMyxaHoBHMY — JOKTOp HCTOpHYECKMX Hayk, mnpodeccop, axamemuk HAH PK,
reHepabHBIN qupekTop MHcTuTyTa Hetopuu u aTHOIoTHH UM. Y. Y. Basmxanosa KH MHBO PK. (Ka3zaxcran)

PEJAKIIMOHHAS KOJUIET U
Aoune EpkuH AMaHKOJIOBHY — JIOKTOp MCTOPMYECKMX HaykK, npodeccop, [emyrar Maxunuca
[Mapnamenta PK. (Kazaxcran)
Aaumbaii Hypcan — kaHIuIaT HCTOPUYECKUX HayK, Mpodeccop, MIaBHBIA HAy4YHBIH COTpYIHUK VHCTUTYTA CTOpHH
natHonornn uM. Y.Y. Bammxanosa. (KasaxcraH)
AyTtpam Aaan (Outram Alan) — 1OKTOp apXeoJOTMYECKUX HayK, mpodeccop JernapTaMeHTa apXeoJIOTHH U UCTOPHH
VYHuepcutera Jkcerepa. (BemmkoopuTanmst)
AmupoB Axxam:koH A3uM0aeBHY — JOKTOp HCTOPUYECKUX HayK, mpodeccop, 3aBeayroumii LleHTpoM aTHONOTHN 1
a"Tpononorun MacTHTyTa HCcTOpun Akanemun Hayk PecrryOnuku Y30ekuctan. (Y30ekucran)
Bepuep Cuntust (Werner, Cynthia) — noktop uctopuieckux Hayk, npogeccop. Texacckuii yausepcutet. (CILIA)
Jaiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — TokTop HcTOpUYECKUX HayK, mpodeccop. Kanzacckuii ynusepcutet (CLLA)
/Kapken Ajiryjab MajJuKoBHA — JOKTOP HCTOPUYECKHUX HAYK, Mpodeccop EBpasniickoro HaloHaaIpHOTo yHUBEPCHTETA
nm. JL.H. 'ymunéra. (Kazaxcran)
Hcemarynos Opa3zak McemarynoBu4 — JIOKTOp MCTOpPHYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, unen-kopp.
Bononckoii axkagemuu Hayk, jgaypeaT npemuu uM. U.Y. BammuxaHoBa, 3aCIoyXEHHBIH JesATeIb HAYKH U TEXHHUKH,
npodeccop EBpasuiickoro HarpoHansHOTo YHUBepcuTeTa umenu JI.H. ['ymunesa. (Kasaxcran)
KoxebaeBa I'yab:kayxap KakeHoBHa — OKTOp HMCTOpPHYECKMX HaykK, mpodeccop Kazaxckoro HauoHaIbHOTO
yHuBepcuTeTa nMeHu Anh Papadu. (Kazaxcran)
Kpurep Bukrop (Kriege Viktor) — noxtop ucCTOpuYecKuX HayK, Hay4dHbII COTpYIHHMK baBapckoro KymnbTypHOro
nenrtpa Hemies (BKDR) B Hiopub6epre. (I'epmanns)
Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, nmpodeccop Oxcopackoro yausepcurera. (BemkoopuTanuis)
MymunoB Amupéexk Kyp0aHoBHY — IOKTOp HCTOPUYECKMX HAyK, MPOQeccop, cTaplMii HAy4YHBIH COTPYIHHK
HccrenoBaTebeKoro EeHTpa HCIaMCKOi McTopuu, uckycetBa M KymbTypbl. IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir
ArastirmaMerkezi. (Typuus)
Qaiion N3abean (Ohayon Isabelle) — xanaugat ucropudeckux Hayk, npodeccop, 3amectutenb qupekropa CERCEC,
cotpynHuK HanmonansHoTro 1ieHTpa Hay4yHbIX ncciienoBannii @panumn (CNRS). (Ppannus)
Pumantac JKensuc (Zelvys Rimantas) — [0KTOp mejarormueckux Hayk, mpodeccop, BuibHoccKuit
neaarornuyeckuityHnBepcuret. (Jlursa)
CabypoBa TaTrssiHa — JJOKTOp UCTOPHUYECKUX HayK, mpodeccop, YHuBepcutet Muauansr. (CIIA)
TaiimaramGeroB Kaken Ko:kaxmMeToBHY — JOKTOp HCTOpHYECKHX Hayk, mpogeccop, akanemuk HAH PK,
HaumonaneHsriii myseit PK. (Kazaxcran)
Tomoxuko Ysima — PhD, mpodeccop LlenTpa cnaBsiHO-eBpa3HMHCKUX HCCIIEAOBAHUH XOKKaHICKOTO yHHBEpPCHUTETA
(Anonwus)
An Kamnéenn (Ian W. Campbell) — PhD, npodeccop Kamidopuuiickoro yausepcutera (CILIA)

OTBETCTBEHHBIA PEJAKTOP
Kaunb6aesa Ajinaryian TosranéaeBHa — KaHIUAAT UCTOPHUECKUX HAYK, BEIyIIUH Hay4HbIM coTpyaHuk MHcTUTyTa
ucropru u dTHONOorMM UM. Y. Y. Bammxanosa. (Kazaxcran)

HAYYHBIE PEJTAKTOPBI
KanaeBa Aiixkan TokaHOBHa — JIOKTOp MCTOPHYECKUX HayK, Ipodeccop, IIaBHBINH Hay4HbIH coTpyaHuk MHcTHTyTa
nctopunu 3THoNoruH uM. Y.U. Banuxanosa. (Kazaxcran).
Kyo0ees Pycrem [Iskaynbi0aifyibl — HayuHblil coTpyaHUK MHCcTUTYTa nctopun u »THONoruu uM. Y.Y. BamuxaHosa.
(Kazaxcran).

TEXHUYECKHWI CEKPETAPH

Bypxanos bumypan bBaapuriuHoBMY — MarucTp, HaydHbll cOTpyIHMK MHCTUTyTa HCTOPMM U 3THOJOTHU
nm. Y. Y. Bammxanosa. (Kazaxcran)

Koneepa Canna KymaraesHa — maructp, coTpyfHuK MHctuTyTa Mctopuu u 3tHoioruu uMm. U.Y. Bamuxanosa.
(Kazaxcran).



Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

ISSN 2710-3994 (online)
Founder and publisher: RSE on REM “Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology" of the
Committee of Science of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan

The scientific journal is registered at the Committee for Communications, Informatization and
Information of the Ministry for Investments and Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
registration certificate: No. KZ91VPY00116246 dated 03.04.2025. The journal is published 6 times
a year (in electronic format).

The journal publishes scientific works in the following areas of historical science: history, ethnology.

Publication languages: Kazakh, Russian, English.

Editorial and publisher address:

28 Shevchenko Str., 050010, Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan

RSE on REM Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology CS MSHE of the
Republic of Kazakhstan

Tel.: +7 (727) 261-67-19, +7 (727) 272-47-59

Journal website: https://ajspiie.com

© Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute
of History and Ethnology, 2026
© Group of authors, 2026


https://ajspiie.com/

Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Kabuldinov Ziabek Ermukhanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, General Director of Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History
and Ethnology SC MSHE RK. (Kazakhstan)

EDITORIAL BOARD
Abil Yerkin Amanzholovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Member of the Mazhilis of the Parliament
of the RK.(Kazakhstan)
Alimbay Nursan — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of
History andEthnology. (Kazakhstan)
Azimqulov Javohir — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Head of the Center for Ethnology and Anthropology
at the Institute of History, Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan. (Uzbekistan)
Diener Alexander — Doctor of Political Science, Professor, University of Kansas. (USA)
Ian W. Campbell — PhD, Professor at the University of California (USA)
Ismagulov Orazak Ismagulovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy
of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Corresponding Member of Bologna Academy of Sciences, winner of
Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Award, Honored Worker of Science and Technology, Professor of L.N. Gumilyov University.
(Kazakhstan)
Kokebayeva Gulzhaukhar Kakenovna — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at the Al Farabi Kazakh National
University. (Kazakhstan)
Kriege Viktor — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Researcher at the Bavarian Cultural Center of Germans (BKDR)
in Nuremberg. (Germany)
Morrison Alexander — PhD, Professor, University of Oxford. (UK)
Muminov Ashirbek Kurbanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Senior Researcher at the Research
Center for IslamicHistory, Art and Culture. IRCICA (Islem Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi). (Turkey)
Ohayon Isabelle — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, Deputy Director of CERCEC, Researcher at the French
National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS). (France)
Outram Alan — Doctor of Archaeological Sciences, Professor in the Department of Archaecology and History
at University of Exeter. (Britain)
Rimantas Zelvys — Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, Vilnius Pedagogical University. (Lithuania)
Saburova Tatiana — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Indiana University. (USA)
Taimagambetov Zhaken Kozhakhmetovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National
Academy ofSciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, National Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan. (Kazakhstan)
Werner, Cynthia — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Texas university. (USA)
Tomohiko Uyama — PhD, Professor at the Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University. (Sapporo, Japan)
Zharken Aigul — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University. (Kazakhstan)

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Kaipbayeva Ainagul Tolganbayevna — Candidate of Historical Sciences, leading researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikahnov
Institute of Historyand Ethnology (Kazakhstan).

ACADEMIC EDITOR
Kapaeva Aizhan Tokanovna — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Ch.Ch. Valikhanov
Institute of Historyand Ethnology. (Kazakhstan)
Kubeyev Rustem Dzhaulybayuly — researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikahnov Institute of History and Ethnology. (Kazakhstan)

TECHNICAL SECRETARY
Burkhanov Bimurad Badritdinovich — Master’s, researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and
Ethnology.(Kazakhstan)
Kopeyeva Saniya Zhumataevna — Master’s, researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology.
(Kazakhstan)



Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

TAPUX / UCTOPUS / HISTORY

Published in the Republic of Kazakhstan
Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama”

Has been issued as a journal since 2014
ISSN 2710-3994.

Vol. 13. Is. 1, pp. 225-240, 2026
Journal homepage: https://ajspiie.com

FTAXP/MPHTH / IRSTI 03.20
https://doi.org/10.51943/2710-3994_2026_13_1_225-240

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC PROCESSES IN THE CITIES OF EAST KAZAKHSTAN IN THE
90s OF THE XXth CENTURY (BASED ON THE EXAMPLE OF UST-KAMENOGORSK
AND SEMIPALATINSK)

Sarsembayeva Gulzhan Alibekovna!, Zhailaubayeva Aida Nurlanovna’, Ualtayeva Altyn
Slyamkaydarovna®”

'S. Amanzholov East Kazakhstan University

(34, 30 Gvardeyskoy Divizii Str., 070000 Ust-Kamenogorsk, Republic of Kazakhstan)

Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9081-0191. E-mail: Gulzhan1974@mail.ru

2S. Amanzholov East Kazakhstan University
(34, 30 Gvardeyskoy Divizii Str., 070000 Ust-Kamenogorsk, Republic of Kazakhstan)
Master's Student, Junior Researcher

https://orcid.org/0009-0007-1379-0987. E-mail: aida.zhailaubayeva@mail.ru

3Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology, “Gylym Ordasy” center

(28, Shevchenko Str., 050010 Almaty, Kazakhstan)

Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor, Academician of the IAIS
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9530-352X. E-mail: gilimorda2@gmail.com

*Corresponding author

© Valikhanov IHE, 2026
© Sarsembayeva G., Zhailaubayeva A., Ualtayeva A., 2026

Abstract. Introduction. The relevance of the article stems from its examination of the key socio—
demographic processes that occurred in the East Kazakhstan cities of Ust—Kamenogorsk and
Semipalatinsk in the 1990s. Primary attention is given to the population dynamics, migration patterns,
and changes in the ethnic and age—sex structures. Concurrently, the authors investigate the impact of
the economic collapse and ecological legacy (particularly the Semipalatinsk Test Site activities) on
birth rates, mortality, and migration. The study utilizes data from the Republic of Kazakhstan
Population Censuses of 1989 and 1999, regional statistical compilations, and academic research. The
main trends identified are: population decline, a negative net migration balance, and accelerated
demographic aging. Recommendations for the region's demographic and social policy are provided.
The 1990s became a period of radical transformation in the political, economic, and social spheres of
Kazakhstan, profoundly affecting all regions of the country. East Kazakhstan, with its developed
industrial potential, high degree of urbanization, and multinational population, was among the
territories most severely affected by the transition from a planned to a market economy. The cities of
Ust—Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk served as unique socio—demographic laboratories where the
key tendencies of the post—Soviet transition period manifested: changes in population size and
structure, a sharp increase in migration flows, social differentiation, and shifts in cultural orientations.
Amidst a general economic downturn, the severance of economic ties with former Soviet republics,
inflation, unemployment, and state policy uncertainty, the cities of the region experienced significant
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pressure on both their social infrastructure and demographic processes. The outflow of population,
especially the Russian—speaking and skilled engineering and technical personnel, became one of the
most notable phenomena of the decade. Simultaneously, internal migration intensified—an influx of
rural residents, particularly ethnic Kazakhs, in search of new employment and upward social mobility.
East Kazakhstan emerged as a region where the socio—demographic crisis coincided with a search for
new forms of urban identity, and population dynamics reflected not only economic but also cultural
and ethnic transformations of society. Ust-Kamenogorsk, as a major industrial center for metallurgy,
and Semipalatinsk, as a city with a unique history and the traumatic legacy of the Semipalatinsk
Nuclear Test Site, demonstrated distinct yet mutually influencing models of social adaptation to the
new condition. Goals and objectives are to provide a comprehensive analysis of of socio—
demographic processes that occurred in the East Kazakhstan cities of Ust—Kamenogorsk and
Semipalatinsk in the 1990s, with the goal of identifying the peculiarities of demographic dynamics,
migration flows, social structure transformation, and the factors that determined changes in the
lifestyle and identity of the urban population under post—Soviet reforms. Results. Data from the 1989
and 1999 population censuses of the Republic of Kazakhstan, regional statistical yearbooks, and
scholarly research were used. The main trends identified include a decline in population size, a
negative migration balance, and accelerated population aging. Recommendations on the region’s
demographic and social policy are provided. Conclusions. The 1990s became a difficult period in the
lives of the cities of Ust-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk, characterized by negative dynamics in
such demographic processes as population renewal and migration. The crisis of the 1990s affected
not only demographic indicators but also the socio-economic and professional spheres of urban life.
The socio—demographic dynamics of Ust—Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk in the 1990s reflect the
transition from the Soviet model of an urban industrial community to a post—Soviet society with new
forms of identity, social mobility, and survival strategies. Despite the severe crisis backdrop, this
period was fundamental to the formation of the modern appearance of East Kazakhstan's cities.
Keywords: East Kazakhstan, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Semipalatinsk, 1990s, demographic processes,
migration, urbanization, social structure, post—Soviet transformation, regional identity
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Anparna. Kipicne. Takvipoinmeiy e3exminiei — Makanana XX raceipAbslH 1990—xsinaaps! LbFbic
Kazakcran kamamapeinga — ©OckemeH MeH Cemeiine — OpBIH aiFaH HETI3Tl  QJIEyMETTIK—
AeMoTpausIIBIK YAEpicTep KapacThIpblIaabl. 3epTTEy/ie XalblK CaHbl JMHAMHKACBIHA, KOIIi—KOH
IpoIecTepiHe, STHUKAIBIK, XKaC—KbIHBICTBIK KYPBUIBIMIAFBI ©3repicTepre 6acThl Ha3ap ayAapbUIFaH.
DKOHOMUKAIBIK KyHpey MEH IKOJIOTHSIIBIK karail (acipece CeMeil SAPOIBIK MOJUTOHBIHBIH dCepi)
Tyy KOpCeTKillliHe, eJTIM—KITIMIe )KoHEe KelTi—KOHFa bIKnaibl 3eprreneai. Kazakcran Pecny6inkacs
XaJbIK caHarbIHBIH 1989 xone 1999 xbuiaapaarsl AepeKkTepi, OHIpIiK CTATUCTUKAIIBIK )KUHAKTAp MEH
FBUIBIMH 3€pTTEYJIep MaiiJajaHbUIFaH. XaJlbIK CAHBIHBIH a3aI0bl, KOIIi—KOH TEHrepiMHiH Tepic OOyHI,
XaJIBIKTBIH K€€ KapTalobl CUATHI HETi3T1 ypAicTep aHBIKTAIFaH. OHIpIIH AeMOrpadusIbIK xKoHe
QJIeyMETTIK casicaTbl 60iibIHIIA yehIHBICTap Oepinred. XX racsipabiH 1990—xpunaps! KazakcTaHHBIH
casici, SKOHOMHKAJIBIK JKOHE QJISYMETTIK cajajapblHa PaJuKaJbl e3repicTep XKYpill, OHBIH dcepi
eniH OapiblK eHipiepiHe Tapanasl. MHAyCTPHSIIBIK oJIeyeTi *KorFaphl, ypOaHU3auus JeHreii Ouik
KOHE KONYITThl KypbUIbIMbIMEH epekiueneHeTiH IIbirbic KasakcTan j>kxocmapibl SKOHOMHUKAIAH
HAPBIKTHIK JKYHere eTy/iH KUBIHIBIKTApbIH epeKile oTKip ce3inai. OckemeHn MeH Cemeil Kanaigapsl
MOCTKEHECTIK ©THeNli KE3€HHIH Herisri ypaicTepi alKplH KOPIHIeH O31HIIK oJeyMEeTTiK—
IeMOTpaQUsIIBIK «3epTXaHajapra» aWHaNIbl: XaJbIK CAHBIHBIH JKOHE KYPBUIBIMBIHBIH ©3repyi,
MUTPALMSIIBIK aF BIMJIAPIBIH KYPT apTybl, JIEYMETTIK JKIKTEITy MEH MO/IEHU OafFaapiapIblH TYpIeHyi.
DKOHOMUKAIBIK KYJIAbIpay, OYpBIHFBI OJITAKTacC pecinyOnrKagapMeH mapyanbIiblK OaianbIcTapIbIH
Y3UTyi, MHQIANUS, XYMBICCBI3ABIK JKOHE MEMJICKETTIK CasiCaTThIH TYPAKCHI3IIBIFBI JKaFJaibIHIa
aiiMaK Kajanapbl 9JI€yMETTIK HH(PAKYPHUIBIM MEH JIeMOrpadusuIbIK JKyiere aiTapiablKTail KbICHIM
KepJii. Ocipece OpbIC T KOHE XKOFaphl OUTIKTI MHXCHEPITIK—TeXHUKAIBIK MaMaHIap IbIH Karmaii
KOl KeTyl OHXBULABIKTHIH €H alKbIH KYObUTBICTApBIHBIH Oipi 60s11pl. COHBIMEH KaTap aybUIIbIK
ailiMaKTapniaH, ocipece Ka3aKTrap TapamblHaH, JKaHa >KYMBIC MYMKIHIIKTEPIH XOHE OJIEyMETTIK
KeTepinyai i37ereH imki kemi—KoH Kymeiai. [eireic KazakcTanna oneymerTik—aeMorpadusiibK
JaFaapbic ypOAHUCTIK ©31HJIK OOJIMBICTHIH XaHa (opManapblH i3I€yMeH Karap >KYpIi, ajl XaJblK
JMHAMUKAChl YKOHOMMKAJIBIK KaHAa €MeC, MOJCHU—ATHHUKAIBIK TpaHchopMaIysuiapasl Aa aKblH
KepceTTi. MeTaJuTyprusiHblH 1pl MHIYCTPHSUIBIK OPTAJIBIFBl OCKEMEH MEH epeKIle TapuXu KYKKE,
coHblH imriHae Cemeil sIpONbIK MOJUTOHBIHBIH ayblp MypacbiHa ue Cemeil Kamacel KaHa
KarJainapra OefiMaenyain apTypai, Oipak e3apa OailIaHbICTBI MOAETBACPIH YCHIHABL 3epmmeydin
maxcamsl — Lbirpic Kazakcran xanamapeinaa — Ockemen MeH Cemeitne — XX raceipibiy 1990—
KBUIIApbl  OOJNFaH  QJIEyMETTiK—IeMOorpadusulbIK  yAepicTepli  KemeHAl Typae 3epTrey,
AeMOTpagusIblK ~ JUHAMUKAHBIH ~ CPEKIIETIKTepiH, KOIIi—KOH  aFbIMIapblH,  QJIEYMETTIK
KYPBUIBIMJIAFbI ©3repicTep/Ii ’KoHE MOCTKEHECTIK pedopManap skaFaaifbIHIa KAIaIbIK TYPFBIHAAPIBIH
eMIp CaJThl MEH ©3iHAIK OOJMBICHIHA BIKNAI €TKeH (akropmapabl aHbIKTay. Kaszakcran
PecriyOnukaceiabiy, 1989 sxone 1999 kpumgapiarbl  XanblK —CaHAFBl  JIEPEKTEpi, alMAaKTBIK
CTaTUCTHUKAJIBIK KUHAKTAp, FHUIBIMU 3€pPTTEYJIep Maiiananbuiabl. XalbIKThIH a3ai0bl, KOlTi-KOHHBIH
TEpiC CaNbIOCHI )KOHE XAJIBIKTBHIH KapTAIOBIHBIH KbUIIAM/IAybl — HET13T1 TeHACHIUIIAP aHBIKTAJIFaH.
OHipaeri JnemMorpaQusuIbIK KOHE OJEyMETTIK cascaT OOWBIHIIA YCHIHBICTap OEpuIreH.
Kopvimwinovinap. 1990 xpinnap Ockemen xoHe CeMeil KananapbIHBIH 6MipiHET] XalIbIKThIH YAalbl
OHJIIpICI MEH KOIIi-KOHBl CHSIKTBl JAeMOrpadusuIbIK MpOIeCTepIiH Tepic IUHAMUKACBIMEH
CHMATTANaTBIH  Kypaenai ke3eH Oomabl. 1990 skpurmapmarbsl — Jargapbeic  JeMOTpadUsUIIbIK
KOpCETKIIITepre FaHa eMec, Kajla ©MipiHiH aJIeyMETTIK-3KOHOMUKAJIBIK KoHE KciOM cananapbiHa J1a
acep erti. 1990—xkpumapsl OckemeH MeH Cemel KaslalnapblHIAFbl QJICYMETTIK—IeMOrpapusIIbIK

e 227


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9530-352X
mailto:gilimorda2@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9530-352X

Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2026. 13 (1)

JMHAMUKa KeHECTIK MHIYCTPHSUIBIK KalaJdblK MOJIENBCH jKaHA UICHTUYTIK (hopManapbl, SJI€yMETTIK
MOOMJIBIIUTIK JKQHE eMip cypy cTparerusuiapbl 0ap MOCTKEHECTIK Koramfa eTyaAl kepcereai. Kubin
JaFaapbIic Ke3eHiHe KapamacTaH, Aa1 ochl kbuigap Lleirbic Kazakcran KamajmapbelHBIH Kazipri
OeliHeCiHIH KaJIBIMTaCybIHA HET13 OOJIIBI.

Tyiiin ce3aep: Lleirpic Kazakcran, Ockemen, Cemelt, 1990—xpunaap, nemorpadusiibik yaepicrep,
KOIlli—KOH, YpOaHU3aIWsl, oIEYMETTIK KYPBIIbIM, TOCTKEHECTIK TpaHchopMalus, OHIpIiK Oipereinik
Auarbic. Makana Kazakcran PecriyOnmkacel XKoraper 611iM jkoHE FBUIBIM MUHHUCTPIITiHIH «I1IBIFbIC
Kazakcran: Cemell oHe OCKEeMEH KaJalapblHBIH KaJAIbIK KEHICTITIHIH  QIEYMETTIK-
JIeMOTpaQUsIIBIK KOHE OJCYMETTIK-MOJIEHH TpaHchopmanus TpaekTopusiape» (AP26198933)
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AHHoOTauMs. BeeoeHue. AKTyalIbHOCTb TEMBI — B CTaTh€ PACCMATPUBAIOTCSI OCHOBHBIE COITMAIBHO—
aeMorpaduueckiue MpoIecchl, Mpousomeamue B ropogax Bocrounoro Kazaxcrana — Ycerb—
Kamenoropck u Cemunanarunck B 1990—e roapt XX Bexka. OCHOBHOE BHUMAHUE YJIEICHO JUHAMUKE
YUCJIEHHOCTH HACEJIEHUs, MUTPALMOHHBIM IIpolLieccaM, M3MEHEHUIO0 3THHYECKOW U BO3PAaCTHO-
nosioBoit ctpykryp. [lepuox 1990—x rogoB XX Beka cTal BpeMEHEM paauKaIbHBIX MPeoOpa3oBaHUA
B IIOJIMTUYECKOM, SKOHOMHUECKON U colanbHOi chepax Kasaxcrana, okazaB MOIITHOE BO3/ICHCTBHE
Ha BCe peruoHbl cTpaHbl. Bocrounsni Kazaxcran, oOnagaBmiuii pa3BUTHIM IPOMBIIIICHHBIM
MOTEHIAJIOM, BBICOKOH CTENeHbI0 ypOaHU3allui U MHOTOHAIIMOHAIBHBIM HACEJICHUEM, OKa3aJcs B
qHcIIe TEPPUTOPHIL, Hauboiee 0CTPO MEPEKUBABILUX ITEPEXO0]T OT IFITAHOBOM K PHIHOYHON SKOHOMHUKE.
I'opona Ycrp—Kamenoropck n CeMumnanaTuHCK MPEICTABISUIM COO00 cBOeoOpa3HbIe COIHMATBLHO—
naeMorpaduueckiue J1abopaTOpHH, TJe MPOSBISUIUCH KIIIOUYEBbIE TEHJCHLIUH IOCTCOBETCKOIO
MIEPEXOTHOTO NEPHUOAA: U3MEHEHHE YMCIEHHOCTH U CTPYKTYpbl HAcElIeHUs, pe3Kas aKTUBU3aLU
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MUTPAIMOHHBIX TOTOKOB, ColMalibHas AU dhepeHanus 1 U3MEHEHUE KyJIbTYpHBIX OpPUEHTHPOB. B
YCIOBHSIX OOIIET0 SKOHOMHUYECKOTO CIIajia, pa3pblBa X035IICTBEHHBIX CBSA3EH ¢ OBIBIIUMH COIO3HBIMHU
pecriyOnukamMu, HHQISAIMM, 0e3pabOTHIBI M HEONPEACIEHHOCTH TOCYAApPCTBEHHOW ITOJUTHKH,
ropojia PeruoHa UCIBITAIN 3HAUYNTENILHOE IaBJICHUE KaK Ha COIMATIbHYIO0 HHPPACTPYKTYpy, TaK U Ha
neMmorpadguueckue  mpouecchl.  OTTOK  HaceneHus, OCOOCHHO  PYCCKOS3BIYHOTO |
KBAJTM(HUIIMPOBAHHOTO WHXEHEPHO—TEXHUYECKOTO COCTaBa, CTAl OJHUM U3 Hamboyee 3aMEeTHBIX
aBreHU necartuietus. OJHOBPEMEHHO YCHIIMIACH BHYTPEHHSS MUTPAIMS — TPUTOK CEIbCKUX
KHUTEJeH, OCOOCHHO Ka3axoB, B IOMCKAaX HOBBIX ()OPM 3aHATOCTH M COLHAIBHBIX JH(TOB.
Bocrounsriif Kazaxcran okasasncst peruoHOM, TJe COLUMAIbHO-IEMOTpapUeCKUil KPU3UC COUETAIICS C
MIOMCKOM HOBBIX (hOpM ypOAHHUCTHUECKOW MICHTUYHOCTH, a JUHAMHUKA HAaCEJCHUs OTpaxaia He
TOJNBKO JKOHOMMYECKHE, HO M KyJIbTYpPHO—AITHHYECKHE TpaHchopMmanuu ooOmecTBa. YCTh—
KameHoropck, Kak KpymHbII HHIIyCTPUAIbHBIN IEHTp MeTautypruu, 1 CeMunaaaTHHCK, Kak TOpOA
c 0coboil ucTopuel M TpaBMaTHUeCKUM HacieaneM CeMHIIaTaTHHCKOTO SIEPHOTO MOJUTOHA,
JEMOHCTPUPOBAIM Ppa3HbIE, HO B3aMMOCBSI3aHHBIE MOJIENM COLMAIbHOM aJanTallid K HOBBIM
ycnoBusM.  [lenv  uccre0oganusi — ~ KOMIUIEKCHOE M3YYEHHE COLMAIbHO-IEMOTrpaduuecKux
IIPOLIECCOB, MpOMCXOAMBIIMX B ropoaax Bocrtounoro Kaszaxcrana — VYcre-Kamenoropcke u
Cemunanaruncke — B 1990—e ronst XX Beka, ¢ IENbIO BBISBICHHS OCOOCHHOCTEH 1eMorpadudecKkoit
JMHAMUKH, MUTPAIMOHHBIX IOTOKOB, TpaHC(OpMAaIMH COLUAIBHOW CTPYKTYphl U (DakTopos,
OTIpENICIMBIINX U3MEHEHUsI B 00pa3e *KHU3HU U UACHTHYHOCTH TOPOJICKOTO HACENICHUS B YCIOBHIX
noctcoBeTckux pedopm. Mcmonb3oBaHbl AaHHBIE mepenuceil HaceneHus PecmyOmuku Kazaxcran
1989 u 1999 romoB, peruoHaibHbIE CTATUCTHYECKHE COOPHUKM M HAy4YHbBIC HCCIICJIOBAHMS.
Pezynomamui.  BpISBIEHBl OCHOBHBIE TEHACHLIMU: CHUXKEHHE UHCICHHOCTH  HaceleHus,
OTpHILIATENIbHBIA MUTPAIIMOHHBIN OaaHC, olepeskarolee CTapeHre HaceleHus. J{anbl peKkoMeHJauu
1o jeMorpauyeckoil ¥ COLMANBHON MONUTUKE PEerruoHa. Buigoowvl. 1990-e Toapl cTamu TpyAHBIM
IIEPUOJOM B JKM3HM TropofoB Ycrb-Kamenoropck u CeMumanatuHCK, XapaKTEpHU3YHOIIHUMCS
OTPHLIATEILHOM JMHAMHUKOW B TaKUX JeMOrpaguuecKuX Ipoleccax, KaK BOCIPOU3BOJCTBO
HaceneHus M wmurpamuu. Kpusuc 1990-x rofoB moBmusia He TOJBKO Ha JaeMorpaduieckuit
MOKa3aTesy, HO TaKKe 3aTPOHYJ COIHATbHO-DKOHOMUYECKYIO, TPO(PECCHOHATIBHYIO chepy KU3HH
roponoB. CoruanbHo-aeMorpadudeckas nuHamuka Ycrb-Kamenoropcka u CeMumanaTuHCKa B
1990-e roapl oTpaXkaeT mepexoj] OT COBETCKOW MOJIENN TOPOACKON MHIyCTpUAIbHOM OOIIHOCTH K
MIOCTCOBETCKOMY OOIIIECTBY C HOBBIMH (POPMaMHU HACHTHYHOCTH, COIMAIBHONH MOOHIBHOCTH H
cTpaTeruii BbDkuBaHus. HecMoTps Ha TsHKENBINA KpU3UCHBIN (DOH, UMEHHO 3TOT NEPUO/] CTaJl OCHOBOU
(dbopmMHUpoBaHU COBPEMEHHOr0 00i1Ka ropo1oB Bocrounoro Kazaxcrana.

KiroueBsblie cioBa: Bocrounsiit Kazaxcran, ¥Ycre—Kamenoropek, Cemunanatunack, 1990—e roasi,
aeMorpauueckie MpoIecchl, MUrpanus, ypOaHW3alus, COIMAJIbHAs CTPYKTYpa, MOCTCOBETCKas
TpaHchopMaIys, peruoHaIbHAS HICHTUYHOCTD

Bbaarogapuocts. Crarhsi HammcaHa B pamkax npoekta «Boctok Kazaxcrana: TpaexkTopuu
COLIMANIbHO—AEMOTpapuUeckoil M COLMOKYJIBTYPHOU TpaHC(hOpPMALMU TOPOJICKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA
Cemest u Ycrb—Kamenoropcka» (AP26198933) MunucrepcTBa HayKd M BBICIIETO 0Opa3oBaHUs
Pecrry6nuku Kazaxcran.

s uurupoBanmsa: CapcembaeBa [.A., XKaitnay6aesa A.H., Vanraesa A.C. CommanbHO-
nemorpaduueckue mporiecchl B roposiax BoctouHoro Kazaxcrana B 90-e ronsr XX Beka (Ha mpuMepe
Ycerp—Kamenoropeka u Cemunanatuicka) // Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama”. 2026. T. 13. Ne 1.
C. 225-240. (Ha Anr.). DOI: 10.51943/2710-3994 2026 13 1 225-240

Introduction

The last decade of the 20th century was one of the most complex and contradictory periods in
the history of Kazakhstan and the entire post-Soviet space. The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991
led to radical transformations in all spheres of public life: political, economic, cultural, and,
unequivocally, demographic. The changes of that era affected not only the structure of governance
and economic mechanisms but also the social fabric, the settlement system, migration flows, birth
and death rates, and the ethnic composition of the population. These processes were especially acute
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in the industrial and multinational cities of East Kazakhstan — Ust-Kamenogorsk and
Semipalatinsk — which served as major centers of industry, science, and culture in the region. In the
present study, the authors use the former name of the city, Semipalatinsk, since its renaming to Semey
took place later, in 2007.

The transition to market relations, accompanied by the disintegration of the former economic
system, mass unemployment, and a decline in living standards, provoked significant social upheaval.
For East Kazakhstan, where the economy significantly depended on large industrial enterprises of
union subordination, the consequences were particularly severe. Production cutbacks, enterprise
closures, and the emigration of skilled personnel were the factors that shaped the region's
demographic dynamics in the 1990s.

Equally important were the ethno—political and cultural changes associated with the formation
of independent Kazakhstan and the affirmation of a new national identity. These processes were
reflected in the changing ethnic structure of the population: a mass exodus of the Russian—speaking
population, primarily to Russia, and the return of ethnic Kazakhs from other republics and countries.
Such migration flows led to noticeable shifts in the ratio of ethnic groups and the linguistic and
cultural space of East Kazakhstan's cities.

Ust—Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk represent particularly interesting subjects for research.
Both cities held the status of regional industrial and cultural centers, but their development in the
1990s followed different trajectories. Ust—-Kamenogorsk, as a major metallurgical center, found itself
in a difficult position due to the crisis in non—ferrous metallurgy and the reduction of union orders,
yet it retained part of its production potential. Semipalatinsk, in addition to its industrial
specialization, was burdened by the consequences of the closure of the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test
Site, which significantly impacted its socio—economic and demographic situation.

The study of socio—demographic processes in these cities allows us to trace not only the general
trends of post—Soviet societal transformation but also the regional specificity of the population's
adaptation to new socio—economic conditions. Of particular interest is the analysis of changes in
population size, migration flows, age—sex structure, birth and death rates, as well as ethnic and social
transformations.

The relevance of the research is defined by the need for a comprehensive understanding of the
1990s transition period as a crucial stage in the formation of Kazakhstan's modern social and
demographic structure. Despite the existence of some works dedicated to demographic changes in the
republic generally, the regional aspect remains insufficiently studied, especially concerning the cities
of East Kazakhstan.

The aim of this research is to identify and analyze the main socio—demographic processes that
occurred in Ust—-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk in the 1990s, to determine their causes, dynamics,
and consequences for the further development of the region.

To achieve this aim, the following tasks are set:

1.To examine the general socio—economic conditions in which the cities of East Kazakhstan
developed during the period under review.

2. To analyze the demographic dynamics, including indicators of birth rate, mortality, natural
increase, and migration.

3. To characterize the changes in the ethnic and social structure of the population.

4. To identify the influence of socio—economic and political factors on demographic processes.

The scientific novelty of the research lies in the complex analysis of socio—demographic
processes in two key cities of East Kazakhstan during the 1990s, conducted using statistical data,
archival sources, and materials from sociological studies.

Thus, the study is aimed at a deeper understanding of how the social and economic upheavals
of the transition period were reflected in the lives of the population in the industrial centers of East
Kazakhstan, and what long—term consequences these processes had for the region's contemporary
stage of development.
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Materials and Methods of Research

The research employed systemic and interdisciplinary approaches, based on combining
historical-demographic, sociological, and economic geography analysis. Statistical data from the
State Committee on Statistics of Kazakhstan, materials from the 1989 and 1999 population censuses,
regional yearbooks, and archival documents of the executive bodies of the East Kazakhstan region
were utilized.

The methodological foundation of the research is the system of historical-demographic
methods. Methods of comparative analysis and correlation analysis of demographic and economic
indicators were applied. These methods were used in conjunction with general scientific methods:
analysis, synthesis, and others. Particular attention was paid to East Kazakhstan. The results include
tables for assessing the state of demographic processes, accompanied by analytical comments on the
essence of the ongoing demographic changes and their socio—economic consequences. These tables
allowed for detailing the research process, identifying the most vulnerable aspects of the demographic
situation for the eastern region of the country.

In order to achieve the research objectives, a historical-demographic approach was applied.
This approach included the analysis of population censuses, official statistical data, and archival
materials to trace changes in population size, structure, and migration flows. In addition, it made it
possible to identify trends in natural population movement (birth rates and mortality) and changes in
the population structure by sex and age. Within this framework, the authors used data from the 1989
and 1999 population censuses and demographic statistics as the main sources of information.

The authors of the article also employed the theory of demographic transition. This classical
theory suggests that societies pass through successive stages of declining mortality and fertility as
economic and social development progresses. The model is used to interpret changes in fertility,
mortality, and migration during transitional periods, such as the 1990s following the collapse of the
USSR.

The study is grounded in the theories of urbanization and migration. The Harris—Todaro model
explains rural-to-urban migration as an economic choice made by individuals based on expected
income and employment opportunities in urban areas. This approach makes it possible to analyze
migration flows in detail during the period of economic instability in the 1990s.

Systemic models of urbanization analyze the interaction between rural and urban populations,
the logistic growth of cities, and changes in population structure resulting from urbanization.

Discussion

Issues of socio—demographic and socio—economic development of Kazakhstan's cities are
presented in various works by Kazakhstani scholars. A number of researchers examine the
transformation processes in the country's cities during the transit period—the 1990s. For example,
scholars M.A. Asylbekov and V. Kozina, in their monograph "Demographic Processes of Modern
Kazakhstan," note that Kazakhstan in the late 1980s and early 1990s experienced a transition period
characterized by a decline in natural population growth, a change in the age—sex structure, and a rise
in the share of the non—working—age population (Asylbekov, Kozina, 1995). Our study confirms these
general trends: Ust—-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk registered a decline in increase and population
aging, reflecting the republican dynamics, but we simultaneously recorded a more pronounced out—
migration specifically from these cities—indicating regional specificity.

The research of Zh.S. Aubakirova emphasizes the significance of migration in shaping
Kazakhstan's ethno—cultural structure. The scholar investigates internal migration flows ("village—
city") and the emigration of the Russian—speaking population as an important factor in changing the
national composition. The researcher highlights that regional trend mirror republican ones but with
the intensification of local determinants (Aubakirova, et al., 2023).

A.L. Gizzatova, A.M. Zobov, A.N. Sharafutdinova, and M.Yu. Zhumagaliyeva, in their work
"Investigation of the Dynamics of Key Indicators of Demographic Development and Age Structure,"
indicate that the age and sex composition of the population and the share of the working—age
population become key indicators of the economic potential of the Eastern region (Gizatova, Zobov,
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Sharafutdinova, Zhumagaliyeva, 2025: 33—43). In their work, the scholars focus on the decline in the
share of the working—age population and the growth in the share of the elderly and children
in Ust-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk.

From a methodological perspective, F.Sh. Kuanganov notes that demographic studies in
Kazakhstan require an interdisciplinary approach-combining quantitative and qualitative
methodologies and accounting for regional peculiarities (Kuanganov, 2024).

Studies of regional demography (e.g., works by N.V. Alekseenko, et al.) underscore the
importance of ecological and industrial factors in the analysis of Kazakhstan's cities. We observe this
in the example of Semipalatinsk, where the closure of the nuclear test site and industrial destruction
added a specific layer to typical demographic processes, intensifying migration and worsening
demographic dynamics compared to other regions.

The presented research allowed for not only identifying the specific socio—demographic
processes in Ust—-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk but also comparing them with broader trends
presented in Kazakhstani academic literature. In this context, the works of A.N. Alekseenko acquire
particular significance.

A.N. Alekseenko, in his works, emphasizes that profound demographic shifts occurred in
Kazakhstan during the 20th century: increased migration, changes in ethnic composition, and the
transformation of urbanization and age structure. For example, in the work “The Population of
Kazakhstan 1920-1990” he examines the dynamics of population size and settlement
(Alekseenko, 1993).

Our study confirms this general dynamic: in the 1990s, in Ust-Kamenogorsk and
Semipalatinsk, we recorded a reduction in population, a change in ethnic structure, and an
intensification of migration processes. A.N. Alekseenko notes that the cities of East Kazakhstan
demonstrate accelerated demographic changes—they belong to a special ethno—demographic and
industrial zone that differs from the republican average in its indicators. The authors of the presented
article confirm this thesis: the East Kazakhstan region in the 1990s had a more pronounced natural
decline and migration outflow. A.N. Alekseenko, in his works, emphasizes that migration flows,
especially external and internal, become a key factor in changing the social and ethnic structure of
Kazakhstan. His works on migration and ethno—demography (e.g., “Migration and Ethno—
Demographic Processes in the Soviet Period”) demonstrate how migrations influenced the population
composition (Alekseenko, 2001: 367—417). The methodological contribution of A.N. Alekseenko
allows us to justify the choice of an interdisciplinary approach. He advocates for combining statistical
analysis with historical-demographic, ethno—demographic, and infrastructure approaches.

In the presented article, the authors implemented an interdisciplinary approach, which allowed
for considering both quantitative indicators (increase, migration, ethnic composition) and qualitative
ones (social adaptation, identity, infrastructure).

Results

The cities of East Kazakhstan were major industrial centers during the Soviet period. Ust—
Kamenogorsk developed non—ferrous metallurgy, while Semipalatinsk focused on light, food, and
construction industries. Ust—Kamenogorsk hosted the lead—zinc and titanium—magnesium complexes
and the Ulba Machine—Building Plant. Semipalatinsk featured: a reinforced concrete structure plant,
silicate, cement, reinforcing, experimental-mechanical, and brick factories, a bakery, "Kazakhkabel,"
a meat—processing plant, wood—processing and logging complexes, a glove—knitwear factory, the
"Bolshevichka" garment factory, and others. Along with this, these cities were centers of culture,
education, and science.

The early 1990s were accompanied by a decline in industrial production and the closure of
many enterprises. Semipalatinsk experienced the most severe consequences of the economic crisis.
Administrative reforms — the abolition of the regional center and the Semipalatinsk Region — partially
contributed to the city's economic degradation. Added to all of the above were the ecological
problems associated with the Semipalatinsk Test Site.
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Socio—economic and ecological problems contributed to the intensification of migratory
outflow from the eastern region and a decline in birth rates during the period under review. Overall,
crisis tendencies emerged in demographic processes. Let us examine individual demographic
characteristics in more detail.

The demographic situation in East Kazakhstan in the 1990s was characterized by depopulation,
a decline in birth rates, and an increase in mortality. While the regional population in 1989 was 1.48
million people, it dropped to 1.38 million by 1999 (Population Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan
1999, 2000). Cities experienced a negative natural increase: the number of births decreased almost
twofold, and mortality increased due to the deterioration of medical services, stress, alcoholism, and
unemployment (Karagusova, 2004). The decline in living standards and social security led to an
increase in migratory mobility. Russians, Ukrainians, and Germans, who constituted a significant
proportion of the urban population, left particularly intensively (Kozlova, 2002). Migration became
the defining factor of demographic changes in the region. Between 1991 and 1999, over 300,000
people left East Kazakhstan, a significant portion of them from the cities (Social Development of
Kazakhstan: Statistical Review 1991-1999, 2000). Ust—Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk saw a
steady outflow of the Russian—speaking population headed for Russia and Germany. The main
reasons cited were: economic instability, declining living standards, a feeling of uncertainty, and
ethno—political anxiety (Bekzhanova, 2012).

Simultaneously, there was an inflow of rural residents, predominantly Kazakhs from districts
within the region and the southern regions of the country, which gradually changed the ethnic
structure of the cities. In Ust-Kamenogorsk, the share of Kazakhs grew from 28% in 1989 to 43% in
1999 (Newspaper "Vostochno—Kazakhstanskaya Pravda." Issues 1991-1999). This process was
accompanied by the social adaptation of migrants: mastering new professions, engaging in small
business, construction, trade, and the growing role of the Kazakh language and culture in the urban
environment (Musina, 2006).

The industrial decline and privatization of the 1990s caused a sharp reduction in jobs. By 1998,
unemployment reached 14% in Ust—-Kamenogorsk and 17% in Semipalatinsk (Stepanova, 2010). Old
enterprises were privatized, downsized, or shut down. Women and youth proved to be the most
vulnerable categories. Many shifted to the informal sector-petty trade, shuttle business, household
services (Yusupov, 1999). Concurrently, social stratification occurred: a portion of the population
adapted to market conditions and benefited from privatization, while the majority faced
impoverishment and the loss of social stability. According to sociological studies conducted by East
Kazakhstan University, over 60% of Ust-Kamenogorsk residents in 1997 rated their financial
situation as "below average" (Archive of EKU named after S. Amanzholov, 1997). The social
structure of the urban population in the 1990s underwent fundamental changes. The engineering and
technical intelligentsia and skilled workers, who formed the core of the Soviet middle class, lost their
former status (Poletaev, 2003). They were replaced by new social groups—entrepreneurs, small
business owners, traders, security guards, and intermediaries. A new type of urban dweller emerged,
oriented toward survival and private initiative. Concurrently, the feminization of employment
occurred — women actively entered the service sector and petty trade (Women of Kazakhstan:
Statistical Compendium, 2001). Youth, deprived of stable prospects, became more mobile but also a
more vulnerable social group.

The ethnic composition of Ust-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk changed significantly in the
1990s. According to the 1989 census, the share of Kazakhs in Ust-Kamenogorsk was 28%, Russians
62%, and Germans 5%. By 1999, the proportions changed: Kazakhs 43%, Russians 49%, Germans
less than 1% (USSR Population Census 1989: Kazakh SSR, 1990). In Semipalatinsk, the process was
even faster: in 1989, Kazakhs accounted for 42%, and by 1999, it was already 58%. Thus, for the first
time in the Soviet and post—Soviet periods, Kazakhs became the ethnic majority in both cities
(Population Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan 1999, 2000). These changes did not lead to
conflicts but brought about cultural restructuring: the expansion of Kazakh language use, street
renaming, and the strengthening of the role of national holidays and symbols in the urban environment
(Khakimova, 2009).
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The population decrease and the outflow of skilled personnel had long—term consequences.
Many schools, kindergartens, and cultural institutions were closed due to lack of funding and students
(Ministry of Education of the RK. Report on the State of the School Network of East Kazakhstan
(1994-1999), 2000). The crisis hit Semipalatinsk particularly hard, where the number of research
personnel drastically decreased after the closure of the test site. The city lost its status as a major
scientific center in the 1990s (Archive of Semey city. F. 215. Documents on Social Development,
1991-1998).

Despite the crisis, the residents of East Kazakhstan demonstrated high adaptability. A common
survival strategy was self—employment—market trading, food production, and minor repairs. Labor
migration to Russia and the southern regions of Kazakhstan, as well as temporary trips to rural areas
for subsidiary farming, developed. In post—Soviet conditions, city dwellers were forced to return to
agrarian forms of existence, which researchers defined as the "de—urbanization of survival." At the
level of daily practices, a new social experience was formed, based on flexibility, informal networks,
and personal initiative.

By the end of the decade, signs of stabilization emerged in the region. After 1997, economic
growth, the development of trade, and the start of investments in industry (particularly in "Kaztsink")
led to some improvement. Birth rates began to rise slowly, and mortality levels decreased. In Ust—
Kamenogorsk, the birth rate coefficient reached 11.5 per 1000 people by 2000, against 9.2 in 1995.
However, the consequences of the 1990s were felt for a long time: depopulation, specialist shortages,
"brain drain," and social stratification defined the region's specifics in the 2000s.

The comparison shows that both cities experienced similar social trends, but their
manifestations differed in scale and consequence. Semipalatinsk faced a deeper social crisis and loss
of scientific potential, while Ust-Kamenogorsk managed to partially preserve its industrial base and
labor resources.

Table 1. Comparative Analysis of Ust—Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk, 1989-1999

Indicator Ust-Kamenogorsk Semipalatinsk
Population (1989) 324 thousand 337 thousand
Population (1999) 290 thousand 295 thousand

Share of Kazakhs (1989/1999) 28 % /43 % 42 % /58 %
Unemployment (1998) 14 % 17 %

Main Decline Factor Industrial Crisis Test Site Closure, Loss of Science
Main Adaptation Mechanism Small Business, Survival Migration, Outflow of Intelligentsia

Source: Population Census of the Kazakh SSR 1989. — Alma—Ata: Goskomstat KazSSR, 1990, National Population
Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan 1999. — Astana: Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics, 2000. Agency
of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics, Socio—Economic Situation of the Regions of Kazakhstan in the 1990s. —
Astana, 2001. Committee on Statistics of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Labor and
Employment of the Population of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Statistical Compendium. — Astana, 1999, Nysanbaev A.N.
Transformation Processes in the Cities of East Kazakhstan (1989-1999). — Almaty: KazNU, 2001, Semipalatinsk Nuclear
Test Site: Consequences of Closure and Socio—Economic Adaptation of the Region. — Almaty. Institute of Regional
Studies, 2000.

Comparative Analysis of Socio—Demographic Processes in Ust—-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk in the
1990s

1. General Prerequisites: Both cities—Ust—Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk—were among the largest
industrial and cultural centers of East Kazakhstan. However, their economic functions and social structure had
differences even by the end of the Soviet period:

— Ust—Kamenogorsk: an industrial-metallurgical center with a high level of urbanization and industrial
concentration.

— Semipalatinsk: a multifunctional center combining industry, education, and science, and located in the
influence zone of the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site (Population Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan 1999,
2000).

After 1991, both cities faced the consequences of the collapse of the USSR, but their transformation
trajectories differed in depth and direction.
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Table 2. Demographic Dynamics of Ust-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk, 1989—1999

Indicator Ust-Kamenogorsk Semipalatinsk
Population (1989) 324 thousand people 337 thousand people
Population (1999) 290 thousand people (—10.5%) 295 thousand people (—12.5%)
Natural Increase Negative since 1993 Negative since 1992
Birth Rate (per 1000 people, 1999) 11.5 12.8

Mortality Rate (per 1000 people, 1999) 14.2 13.9

Migration Balance (1990s) —35 thousand —42 thousand

Source: Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics. Population Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan
1989: Results by Regions and Cities. — Alma—Ata, 1990; Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics. National
Population Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan 1999: Results. Volume 1. — Astana, 2000, Agency of the Republic of
Kazakhstan on Statistics. Demographic Yearbook of Kazakhstan. 1990-2000. — Astana: Statistics of Kazakhstan, 2001
East Kazakhstan Regional Statistics Office. Population and Socio—Demographic Processes in the East Kazakhstan
Region (1989-1999): Statistical Compendium. — Ust—Kamenogorsk, 2000, Semipalatinsk City Statistics Office. Key
Socio—Demographic Indicators of Semipalatinsk for 1989-1999. — Semipalatinsk, 2000; Regions of Kazakhstan.
Statistical Compendium. — Astana: Agency of the RK on Statistics, 2000.

Both cities experienced depopulation, but the rate of population loss was higher in Semipalatinsk due to
migration and the closure of scientific institutions. The natural decline reinforced migration losses.

One of the factors that slowed the development of Semipalatinsk was the loss of its status as a regional
administrative center. In 1997, by Decree of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 3483B «On
Further Measures to Improve the Administrative-Territorial Structure of the Republic of Kazakhstan» the
Semipalatinsk Region was abolished and its territory was incorporated into the East Kazakhstan Region. As a
result, the city of Semipalatinsk (now Semey) lost its status as a regional center and became a city of regional
significance, while Ust-Kamenogorsk became the administrative center of the newly unified region.The status
of a regional center guarantees cities access to regional budgets, the allocation of federal and republican
investments, and priority attention within socio-economic development programs. With the loss of this status,
Semipalatinsk was deprived of part of its financial flows and targeted development programs, which slowed
the renewal of infrastructure, the improvement of social services (education and healthcare), and the
modernization of the urban environment. The loss of administrative functions intensified the already existing
demographic and economic problems of the 1990s associated with the general decline in production after the
collapse of the USSR and the closure of the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site. The loss of regional center status
exacerbated population outflows, especially among young specialists and civil servants, to more promising
centers, including Ust-Kamenogorsk and other major cities, leading to the strengthening of depopulation trends
characteristic of many regions during the transition period.

2. Migration Processes:

— Ust-Kamenogorsk: the main outflow was the Russian—speaking population (Russians, Ukrainians,
Germans) leaving for Russia and Germany. Simultaneously, there was an inflow of rural Kazakhs from the
region's districts (East Kazakhstan Region: Statistical Yearbook, 2000).

— Semipalatinsk: migration was more mass—scale. In addition to Russian—speakers, scientific personnel
associated with the Semipalatinsk Test Site, research institutes, and defense facilities also left (Kozlova, 2002).

Table 3. Ethnic Composition of Ust—Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk, 1989—-1999

Ethnos Ust-Kamenogorsk, Ust-Kamenogorsk Semipalatinsk Semipalatinsk
1989 1999 1989 1999
Kazakhs 28% 43% 42% 58%
Russians 62% 49% 53% 38%
Germans 5% <1% 2% <1%

Source: Population Census of the Kazakh SSR 1989. — Alma—Ata: Goskomstat KazSSR, 1990, National Population
Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan 1999. — Astana: Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics, 2000, Agency
of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics. Socio—Economic Situation of the Regions of Kazakhstan in the 1990s. —
Astana, 2001; Committee on Statistics of the Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Labor and
Employment of the Population of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Statistical Compendium. — Astana, 1999; Nysanbaev A.N.
Transformation Processes in the Cities of East Kazakhstan (1989—1999). — Almaty: KazNU, 2001.
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In both cities, an ethno—national transformation occurred, accompanied by the "Kazakhization" of the
urban environment and the growing role of the Kazakh language. Semipalatinsk changed its ethnic structure
faster due to a more intensive outflow of Russian—speakers and the repatriation of kandas (ethnic Kazakh
returnees) (Bekzhanova, 2012).

3. Economic and Social Transformation:

— Ust—Kamenogorsk: retained part of its production potential thanks to large enterprises—the Ust—
Kamenogorsk Titanium—Magnesium Complex, "Kaztsink," the Hydroelectric Power Plant, etc. In the mid—
1990s, some factories came under the control of foreign investors, which helped stabilize the situation
(Dyakov, 2008).

— Semipalatinsk: conversely, suffered greater losses after the closure of the nuclear test site (1991), the
reduction of military facilities, and research institutes. The unemployment rate reached 17% by 1998, while in
Ust—Kamenogorsk, it was about 14% (Stepanova, 2010). Semipalatinsk's economic base proved less adapted
to market conditions, which exacerbated social problems.

Table 4. Social Structure and Living Standards of the Population of Ust—-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk, 1989-1999

Social Indicator (1998) Ust-Kamenogorsk Semipalatinsk
Registered Unemployment Rate 14% 17%
Share Employed in Industry 39% 28%
Share Employed in Trade and Services 27% 33%
Average Monthly Income (Tenge, 1998) 7,500 6,200

Source: Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics. Living Standards of the Population of the Republic of
Kazakhstan (1995-2012): Statistical Compendium. — Astana, 2013; Statistika Kazakhstan. Socio—Demographic Problems
of the Population of the Republic of Kazakhstan (1990 — Early 2000s). e—history.kz. Published 28.07.2013. E—History.
Socio—Demographic Processes in Kazakhstan: 1990-2000 // Stud.kz.

Socio—Economic Features:

— Ust—Kamenogorsk maintained an industrial type of employment, forming a layer of skilled workers
and engineers.

— Semipalatinsk experienced the process of desocialization of the intelligentsia and a shift to the informal
economy.

— In both cities, shuttle business and petty trade actively developed as a means of survival (Musina,
2006).

4. Urban Environment and Culture:

— Ust—Kamenogorsk in the 1990s maintained its status as a regional industrial and cultural center.
Despite the decline, theaters, a philharmonic hall, and universities continued to operate, and the S. Amanzholov
East Kazakhstan University was established in 1997 (Archive of S. Amanzholov EKU, 1997).

— Semipalatinsk's cultural infrastructure was severely affected by funding cuts and the outflow of
specialists. Many scientific and cultural institutions were closed or repurposed. The city faced the loss of its
scientific and cultural potential (Newspaper "Vostochno—Kazakhstanskaya Pravda." Issues 1991-1999).

5. Socio—Psychological Aspects:

— Ust—Kamenogorsk's population demonstrated relative resilience and a higher level of social
adaptation. Corporate and labor traditions were preserved, and professional communities were active.

— Semipalatinsk, conversely, saw increased feelings of uncertainty and social disorientation: the breakup
of former collectives, unemployment, and the decline in the prestige of science caused youth migration and
the loss of professional skills (Ministry of Education of the RK. Report on the State of the School Network of
East Kazakhstan (1994-1999), 2000).

6. Ethno—Cultural Integration and Language Policy: In both cities, the use of the Kazakh language
intensified, especially in state institutions, media, and education. However, the process was uneven:

— Ust-Kamenogorsk retained a strong influence of Russian—speaking culture and press; the city
remained a bilingual space.

— Semipalatinsk saw a more active nationalization of the cultural environment: Kazakh schools were
opened, television broadcasted programs in Kazakh, and streets were renamed (Khakimova, 2009).

7. Demographic Stabilization by the late 1990s: By the end of the decade, a trend toward stabilization
emerged in both cities:

— Ust—Kamenogorsk saw an increase in the birth rate (up to 11.5 %o) and a reduction in migration outflow
after 1997.
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— Semipalatinsk, despite some growth in the birth rate, continued to suffer from the loss of human
resources and scientific potential.

In 1999, the population of both cities decreased by approximately 10—12% compared to 1989, but the
rate of decline slowed down (Social Development of Kazakhstan: Statistical Review 1991-1999, 2000).

Table 5. Generalized Socio—Economic and Demographic Indicators of Ust—-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk

Criterion Ust-Kamenogorsk Semipalatinsk
City Type Industrial-Metallurgical Scientific—Industrial, former Test Site
Center
Main Crisis Factor Industrial Privatization, Economic Decline Test Site Closqre, L.OSS of Science,
Migration
Demographic Dynamics Moderate Decline (—10%) Deeper Decline (—12—13%)
Mieration Ethnic Outflow of Russian—Speakers, Mass Outflow of Scientists and
gratio Inflow of Kazakhs Specialists
. . . " - Slow adaptation, dependence on the
Economic Adaptation Partial recovery thanks to "Kaztsink budget
Cultural Life Institutional base preserved Partial fading of cultural functions
Ethno—ngl'ustlc Bilingual environment Predominantly Kazakh—speaking
Transformation
Recovery Prospects High (Industry, Investment) Medium (Hunéir:tt:;)s and Agrarian

Source: Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics. Population Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan
1989: Results by Regions and Cities. Alma—Ata, 1990; Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics. Population
Census of the Republic of Kazakhstan 1999: Results. Volume 1. Astana, 2000. Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan on
Statistics,; Republic of Kazakhstan: Statistical Compendium "Socio—Economic Development of the Regions" (1990-2000).
Astana: Statistics of Kazakhstan, 2001; Statistics Office of the East Kazakhstan Region. Socio—Economic and
Demographic Indicators of the Cities of the East Kazakhstan Region (1990-2000): Statistical Compendium. Ust—
Kamenogorsk, 2001, Statistics Office of the East Kazakhstan Region. Semipalatinsk City: Key Socio—Economic and
Demographic Characteristics (1989-1999). Semipalatinsk, 2001.

Conclusion

Thus, in the cities of Ust-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk during the 1990s, notable changes occurred
in socio-economic and ethno-demographic processes. Primarily, a decline in the urban population took place
due to migration outflows and declining birth rates against the background of rising mortality. The ethnic and
social structures of these cities also underwent transformation. There was an increase in the number and
proportion of the Kazakh population and a decline in the share of the country’s European ethnic groups. The
growth of the Kazakh population led to changes in the age structure, specifically an increase in the youth and
children’s age cohorts. These processes affected the city of Semey to the greatest extent due to a large influx
of rural migrants and the intensification of ruralization of the urban space. The main causes of the above-
mentioned changes in the demographic situation of both cities were Kazakhstan’s acquisition of independence
and the economic crisis of the 1990s. Among the economic factors were industrial decline, job losses,
unemployment, and the deterioration of social conditions. In the 1990s, Ust-Kamenogorsk and Semipalatinsk
experienced similar stages of the crisis but adapted differently to the new conditions. Ust-Kamenogorsk, owing
to the preservation of its industrial base, demonstrated a more stable demographic and social structure, whereas
Semipalatinsk underwent profound deindustrialization and a loss of intellectual potential. In both cities, ethno-
cultural transformation, the formation of new migration flows, and the strengthening of Kazakh urban identity
were observed. The urban landscape, social relations, subculture, and internal life of the cities were changing.
Onomastics and the visual urban space were also transformed, with the appearance of more mosques, ethnic
cafés, and restaurants. At present, these cities continue to experience the impact of the socio-economic and
demographic changes of the 1990s. However, measures are being taken to restore urban infrastructure and
revitalize their economies, which has a positive effect on contemporary socio-economic processes.

Sources
AEKU — Archive of S. Amanzholov East Kazakhstan University

Hcrounukn
ABKY — Apxus Bocrouno-Ka3zaxctanckoro ynusepcurera uM. C. AMaHk0JI0Ba
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